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Catholic emancipation which would suggest themselves to
men whose policy was the policy already outlined in this
chapter. Portland argued that it was not in accordance
with commonsense and with human nature to suppose that if
the Catholics were admitted to Parliament they would not use
all their influence to overthrow the oligarchical monopolies
in the boroughs in which the right of election was vested in
not more than twelve electors. " I want to preserve the
Protestant establishment In Church and State, and am willing
and desirous to give the Catholics every right and every benefit
which good subjects are entitled to, but I wish not to attempt
it until I can be sure that the present establishment in
Church and State is unquestionably secured, and that the
participation to which I would admit the Catholics would be
as little likely to be called in question." Fitzwilliam and the
Government at home laid stress on different clauses in the
former's instructions. Fitzwilliam understood that he was
not to bring forward the Catholic question, but that if the
demand for it was overwhelming he was not to oppose It;
the Government at home understood his instructions to
mean that he was to do his utmost to prevent its discussion.
Fitzwilliam found the temper of the country running very
strongly for emancipation. On January 15 he told the
Government that he would accede to the demand unless he
received peremptory instructions to the contrary. The
Government gave no such instructions and allowed the
Irish Parliament to meet, and Fitzwilliam understood that
he was not to oppose the demand. He put himself In
communication with Grattan, who was to present the
Catholic petition, and Grattan agreed to postpone it till
February 16, in order that the English Government should
have the opportunity of limiting the concession if they
thought proper. On February 18 the English Government
censured Fitzwilliam, and on February 23 they recalled
him.1
So perished Grattan's hope of an honest and national
1 The main point at issue was the dismissal of Beresford.